* Friday May 18 — LEADERSHIP MINISTRY

Rather, let the greatest among you be as the youngest,
and the leader as the servant. (Luke 22:26)

You call me ‘teacher’ and ‘master,’ and rightly so, for indeed I am. If I, therefore, the
master and teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash one another’s feet. I have
given you a model to follow, so that as I have done for you, you should also do. Amen,
amen, I say to you, no slave is greater than his master nor any messenger greater than the
one who sent him. If you understand this, blessed are you if you do it. (John 13:13-17)

If there is any encouragement in Christ, any solace in love, any participation in the Spirit,
any compassion and mercy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, with the same
love, united in heart, thinking one thing. Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory;
rather, humbly regard others as more important than yourselves, each looking out not for
his own interests, but [also] everyone for those of others. (Philippians 2:1-4)

So I exhort the presbyters among you, as a fellow presbyter and witness to the sufferings
of Christ and one who has a share in the glory to be revealed. Tend the flock of God in
your midst, [overseeing] not by constraint but willingly, as God would have it, not for
shameful profit but eagerly. Do not lord it over those assigned to you, but be examples to
the flock. And when the chief Shepherd is revealed, you will receive the unfading crown of

glory. (1 Peter 5:2-4)

Open your mouth in behalf of the mute, and for the rights of the destitute; Open your
mouth, judge justly, defend the needy and the poor! (Proverbs 31:8-9)

Remember your leaders who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their
way of life and imitate their faith. (Hebrews 13:7)

He shepherded them with a pure heart; with skilled hands he guided them. (Ps 78:72)

But you should also look among all the people for able and God-fearing men, trustworthy
men who hate dishonest gain, and set them over the people as commanders of thousands,
of hundreds, of fifties, and of tens. (Exodus 18:21)

If a king is honestly for the rights of the poor, his throne stands firm forever.
(Proverbs 29:14)

Take good care of your flocks, give careful attention to your herds; For wealth does not
last forever, nor even a crown from age to age. (Proverbs 27:23-24)

Jesus summoned them and said to them, “You know that those who are recognized as
rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones make their authority over
them felt. But it shall not be so among you. Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you
will be your servant; whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all. For the
Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for
many.” (Mark 10:42-45)

And he gave some as apostles, others as prophets, others as evangelists, others as pastors
and teachers, to equip the holy ones for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ, until we all attain to the unity of faith and knowledge of the Son of God, to mature
manhood, to the extent of the full stature of Christ, so that we may no longer be infants,
tossed by waves and swept along by every wind of teaching arising from human trickery,
from their cunning in the interests of deceitful scheming. Rather, living the truth in love,
we should grow in every way into him who is the head, Christ, from whom the whole
body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, with the proper functioning
of each part, brings about the body’s growth and builds itself up in love. (Ephesians 4:11-16)



PRAYING FOR LEADERS

It is good to pray often for wisdom for yourself — and it is one of the most important things you
can pray for your leaders. Consider James 3:13-18 as a guide for praying for what our leaders
would be.

True Wisdom. Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show his works by a good
life in the humility that comes from wisdom. But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish
ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth. Wisdom of this kind does not
come down from above but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where jealousy and selfish
ambition exist, there is disorder and every foul practice. But the wisdom from above is first of
all pure, then peaceable, gentle, compliant, full of mercy and good fruits, without inconstancy
or insincerity. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace for those who cultivate peace.
The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and
good fruits, impartial and sincere. (James 3:13-18)

First of all, then, I ask that supplications, prayers, petitions, and thanksgivings be offered for
everyone, for kings and for all in authority, that we may lead a quiet and tranquil life in all
devotion and dignity. (1 Timothy 2:1-2)

A Prayer Of Thanksgiving For Good Leaders

DEAR GOD, Thank you for those who provide good leadership in my life. Help me to recognize
and accept the wisdom they offer me. Guide them wisely. Thank you. Amen.

Praver For Christian Leaders

LORD, Raise up in your church more leaders after your own heart to guide us with courage and
wisdom. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. AMEN.

Praver For Church Leaders

LORD JESUS CHRIST, Watch over those who are leaders in your Church. Keep them faithful
to their vocation and to the proclamation of your message. Teach them to recognize and
interpret the signs of the times. Strengthen them with the gifts of the Spirit, and help them to
serve their subjects, especially the poor and lowly. Give them a vivid sense of your presence
in the world and a knowledge of how to show it to others. Amen.

Praver for Leaders in the Catholic Church

DEAR LORD, We pray that you will create among us Catholic leaders, individuals made in
your image who will apply your teachings in their lives and positively impact our families,
our workplaces, our communities and our Church.

Help us to inspire those with whom we come in contact to share their God-given talents, to
do your will and to find a place in your kingdom where their deepest joys and the world’s
deepest hungers meet and cry for their special qualities and abilities.

Make us leaders, Lord, leaders with strength and courage to follow you. Leaders who make
your love visible to the world in all of our words and actions. Amen.



